public places. The dog and handler walk around
and pass close to several people (at least three). The
dog may show some interest in the strangers but
should continue to walk with the handler, without
evidence of over-exuberance, shyness or resent-
ment. The handler may talk to the dog and encour-
age or praise the dog throughout the test. The dog
should not jump on people in the crowd or strain on
the leash.

Test 6: Sit and down on command and Staying
in place

This test demonstrates that the dog has training,
will respond to the handler's commands to sit and
down and will remain in the place commanded by
the handler (sit or down position, whichever the
handler prefers). The dog must do sit AND down
on command, then the owner chooses the position
for leaving the dog in the stay. Prior to this test, the
dog's leash is replaced with a line 20 feet long. The
handler may take a reasonable amount of time and
use more than one command to get the dog to sit
and then down. The evaluator must determine if the
dog has responded to the handler's commands. The
handler may not force the dog into position but may
touch the dog to offer gentle guidance. When in-
structed by the evaluator, the handler tells the dog
to stay and walks forward the length of the line,
turns and returns to the dog at a natural pace. The
dog must remain in the place in which it was left (it
may change position) until the evaluator instructs
the handler to release the dog. The dog may be re-
leased from the front or the side.

Test 7: Coming when called

This test demonstrates that the dog will come when
called by the handler. The handler will walk 10 feet
from the dog, turn to face the dog, and call the dog.
The handler may use encouragement to get the dog
to come. Handlers may choose to tell dogs to "stay"
or "wait" or they may simply walk away, giving no
instructions to the dog.

Test 8: Reaction to another dog

This test demonstrates that the dog can behave po-
litely around other dogs. Two handlers and their
dogs approach each other from a distance of about
20 feet, stop, shake hands and exchange pleasant-
ries, and continue on for about 10 feet. The dogs
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should show no more than casual interest in each
other. Neither dog should go to the other dog or its
handler.

Test 9: Reaction to distraction

This test demonstrates that the dog is confident at
all times when faced with common distracting
situations. The evaluator will select and present two
distractions. Examples of distractions include drop-
ping a chair, rolling a crate dolly past the dog, hav-
ing a jogger run in front of the dog, or dropping a
crutch or cane. The dog may express natural inter-
est and curiosity and/or may appear slightly startled
but should not panic, try to run away, show aggres-
siveness, or bark. The handler may talk to the dog
and encourage or praise it throughout the exercise.

Test 10: Supervised separation

This test demonstrates that a dog can be left with a
trusted person, if necessary, and will maintain train-
ing and good manners. Evaluators are encouraged
to say something like, "Would you like me to watch
your dog?" and then take hold of the dog's leash.
The owner will go out of sight for three minutes.
The dog does not have to stay in position but
should not continually bark, whine, or pace unnec-
essarily, or show anything stronger than mild agita-
tion or nervousness. Evaluators may talk to the dog
but should not engage in excessive talking, petting,
or management attempts (e.g, "there, there, it's al-
right").

Equipment

All tests must be performed on leash. Dogs should
wear well-fitting buckle or slip collars made of
leather, fabric, or chain. Special training collars
such as pinch collars, head halters, etc. are not per-
mitted in the CGC test. We recognize that special
training collars may be very useful tools for begin-
ning dog trainers, however, we feel that dogs are
ready to take the CGC test at the point at which
they are transitioned to regular collars.

The evaluator supplies a 20-foot lead for the test.
The owner/handler should bring the dog's brush or
comb to the test.



